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Welcome to Sidmouth Walking Festival 
 

Sidmouth is within East Devon on the Jurassic Coast and has 
some wonderful scenic walking, both coastal and inland. The 
South West Coast Path and East Devon Way are long distance 
paths in this area. The town enjoys ‘Walkers are Welcome’ status 
and is keen to promote the walking opportunities in the area. 
 
The festival runs for 5 days 
and there is a choice of three 
walks, of different length, 
each day. All walks are free 
of charge but are limited 
and must be booked in 
advance through the 
Sidmouth Tourist Centre 
01395 516441.  
 

In addition guided Town 
walks and Arboretum Trails 
are on offer. 
 

All walks are led by 
experienced local walkers 
who enjoy sharing this 
wonderful area with our 
guests. 
 
Information Afternoon 
Your walk leaders are available at the Unitarian Church Hall on Sat 
12th Sep from 3pm–6pm. Please join us for a free coffee or tea 
and biscuits to check out the walks and meeting points. 
 
Note; The area around Sidmouth is hilly and all walks may 
include some ascents and descents please speak to our walk 
leaders for more information on each walk. 
Unless indicated in the walk detail there is no opportunity to 
purchase refreshments on the walk therefore please ensure that 
you have a packed lunch and adequate drinks. 



 
Information Afternoon 
Anytime between 15:00—18:00 
Unitarian Church, All Saints Road, Sidmouth EX10 8ES 
Opposite Post Office 
 

Starting Point A for walks 1, 2, 3 
Park and Walk car park, The Knowle, EDCC Council Offices, 
Station Road, Sidmouth EX10 8HL.  Grid Ref SY121882 
Walks start at10am. 
 
1 Short walk 4 miles  
A short urban walk including a river walk, the Byes and the Knapp 
Nature Reserve. 
________________________________________________________________ 

2 Medium walk 6 miles 
A gentle ascent to the ‘poet’s seat’ and a ‘smugglers route’ 
across Mutters moor lead us to the coast. Glorious views of 
Sidmouth and beyond. 
________________________________________________________________ 

3 Long harder walk 
10.5 miles 
Heading through town 
we join the coast path 
ascending to Peak Hill 
with glorious views of 
Sidmouth before 
eventually descending 
to the River Otter. Our 
route takes us through 
the attractive village of 
Otterton, with its 
working mill, before returning to the coast path. Leaving the 
coast we return via Mutters moor and Bickwell valley to our cars. 
________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday 13th Sep 

Saturday 12th Sep 



Starting Point B for walks 4, 5, 6 
The Recreation Ground, Back Lane, Newton Poppleford EX10 0EZ 
Grid Ref SY088899 
Walks start 10am. 
 
4 Short walk 5 miles  
This walk takes us via lanes and tracks onto Aylesbeare and 
Harpford Commons, an extensive area of lowland heath. There 
are good views from the high point of the commons. 
________________________________________________________________ 

5 Medium walk 7 miles 
Passing by an orchard we reach the hamlet of Venn Ottery with its 
attractive church before ascending to the heathlands and the 
RSPB reserve of Venn Ottery. Our descent takes us down to Tipton 
St John and the River Otter which we follow back to our cars.  
________________________________________________________________

 

6 Long harder walk 10.5 miles 
Crossing the River Otter we ascend via the delightful woods and 
common of Harpford to White Cross where there are superb views 
of the Otter valley. Descending to cross the river once more we 
make our way to the hamlet of Venn Ottery with its attractive 
church before returning by an orchard. 
 

 
Guided Town Stroll 
Meet outside Sidmouth Museum, Church Street, EX10 8LY at 
11am for a 2 hour stroll through the Western town area.  
 

Tuesday 15th Sep 

Monday 14th Sep 



 
Starting Point C for walks 7, 8, 9 
The Donkey Sanctuary, Sidmouth EX10 0NU. Grid Ref SY161892 
Walks start 10am. 
 
7 Short walk 3.5 miles 
A pleasant walk along some of the Jurassic Coast with glorious 
views (weather permitting) as far as Portland Bill and Sidmouth in 
the other direction.  
________________________________________________________________ 

8 Medium walk 8 miles 
Our walk today takes us along part of the Jurassic Coast with 
glorious views (weather permitting) as far as Portland Bill and 
Sidmouth in the other direction. Turning inland, on some little 
used footpaths, our ascent gives us open views of the secluded 
Sweetcombe valley before returning back to the Donkey 
Sanctuary. 
________________________________________________________________ 

9 Long harder walk 10 miles 
Heading inland via 
tracks and lanes 
down a wooded 
valley to Street we 
ascend to join the SW 
Coast path above 
Branscombe. There 
follows a spectacular 
section of the coast, 
with some steep 
ascents and 
descents, returning 
via the village of 
Salcombe Regis. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Arboretum Walk - Sidbury 
Meet at 2pm at the Parish room, by the car park, for a short walk, 
led by a tree expert, to look at some the fine trees in the area. 

Tuesday 15th Sep 



 
Starting Point D for walk 10, 11, 12 
Cliff Top Car Park (£), Common Hill, Beer EX12 3AQ  

Grid Ref SY226888 
Walks start at 10am 
 
10 Short walk 4.5 miles 
An attractive walk between two idyllic villages. Climbing over 
Hooken Hill to descend to Branscombe Mouth before heading 
inland to ascend tracks and lanes leading back to Beer village. 
________________________________________________________________ 

11 Medium walk 6.5 miles  
From Beer the 
route heads 
inland to descend 
into Branscombe 
where we proceed 
past the forge 
and church 
before ascending 
to the coast path. 
From Branscombe 
Mouth we follow 
the narrow 
winding path 
through the ‘Undercliff’ before a steep ascent to the cliff top and 
into Beer. 
________________________________________________________________ 

12 Long harder walk 10.5 miles 
This walk follows the coast path, with steep ascents and descents 
before heading inland to return via pretty wooded valleys to 
Branscombe village and the ascent back to Beer. 
________________________________________________________________ 

Guided Town Stroll 
Meet outside Sidmouth Museum, Church Street, EX10 8LY at 2pm 
for a 2 hour stroll along the Esplanade; learn how the Jurassic 
coast was formed.

Wednesday 16th Sep 



 
Starting Point E for walk 13, 14, 15 
Otter Inn (rear), Exmouth Road, Colaton Raleigh, EX10 0LE.  
Grid Ref SY077872 
Optional cream tea (£) at the end of each walk. 
Walks start at 10am 
 
13 Short walk 5 miles 
This walk takes us along tracks to the heathland of Colaton 
Raleigh common. From the hamlet of Stoneyford, we cross the 
main road for a short walk along the river back to the Otter Inn 
where a cream tea (£) awaits. 
________________________________________________________________ 

14 Medium walk 8 miles 
A pleasant walk along the River Otter then across fields to Ladram 
Bay. We then walk some of the Jurassic Coast with its spectacular 
views before visiting the pretty village of Otterton. A cream tea (£) 
awaits at the Otter Inn. 
________________________________________________________________ 

15 Long harder walk 11 miles 
This walk takes us inland over the unique East Devon pebblebed 
heaths that circle the Otter valley. Designated a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest, a Special Area of Conservation and a Special 
Protection Area, this area represents one of the most important 
conservation sites in Europe. There a fine views throughout of the 
Otter valley. A cream tea (£) awaits at the Otter Inn. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Guided Town Stroll 
Meet outside Sidmouth Museum, Church Street, EX10 8LY at 
11am for a 2 hour stroll through the Eastern town. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Arboretum Walk- Sidmouth 
Meet at 2pm in the Manor Road car park for a short walk, led by a 
tree expert, to look at some of the fine trees in the area. 

Thursday 17th Sep 



Map of starting points 

 

A The Knowle, Sidmouth  
B  Recreation Ground, Newton Poppleford 
C  Donkey Sanctuary, Sidmouth 
D  Cliff car park, Beer 
E  Otterton Inn, Colaton Raleigh 

Neither the organisers nor the Town Council will be responsible for any injury sustained on 
the events during the festival. The walk leaders reserve the right to refuse to take anyone, 
who in their opinion does not have clothing or footwear suitable for autumn walking. In the 
event of local conditions or inclement weather the leader may change or curtail the walk at his 
discretion. Children aged 10 or over are welcome to attend any walk but anyone under 16 
must be accompanied by an adult. Dogs must be kept under control and on a lead at all 
times.  

For information and to book please contact Sidmouth 
Information Centre 01395 516441 

Email: ticinfo@sidmouth.gov.uk 
Copies of this leaflet can be downloaded at www.visitsidmouth.co.uk 

www.visitsidmouth.co.uk 


